
For Sabatino Moscati, one hundred years after his birth

!e Rivista di Studi Fenici is "fty years old: half a century of history, that of the discipline related to Phoeni-
cian and Punic studies, straddling two centuries, the 20th and 21st, that have experienced sudden cultural 
changes and developments with all that this entails in the transformation of methodological perspectives and 
the quantity and quality of information available to scholars of Mediterranean history. 

Fifty years following the furrow traced by Sabatino Moscati and the pioneering initiative to found a 
discipline and a scienti"c journal dedicated to it. In the new course of the Rivista, as I wrote in the editorial 
of the "rst issue I directed,1 the discipline is now moving into new regions, new chronological areas, and 
undertaking the study of new themes with new or renewed methodological approaches.  

To celebrate RStFen 50, we have decided to publish Sabatino Moscati’s Introduction to the "rst issue 
of the Rivista, written in 1973, in memory of the distinguished scholar who founded and believed in the 
intercultural values of this Mediterranean discipline, a scholar whose centenary is being celebrated right now 
by bringing together Italian experts at the Accademia dei Lincei, in Rome, in November 2022. Given the 
policy of maximum accessibility that the Rivista promotes, Moscat’s text is reprinted both in the original 
Italian version (and in the original format of the 1973 Review) and with an English translation. 2

In addition to the publication of this text, which has marked the Rivista’s history, we have entrusted 
two researchers who have dealt extensively and fruitfully with identity issues with the task of taking stock 
of the last decade of research on Phoenician identity. Giuseppe Garbati and Tatiana Pedrazzi are two Italian 
scholars who are part of the Phoenician and Punic Research Group of the Institute of Cultural Heritage 
Sciences of the CNR, which is the heir to the institute founded by Sabatino Moscati: the vitality and impor-
tance of the Italian school in the Phoenician "eld are con"rmed by the activities of this research group within 
the new institute. While, in fact, many scholars deal with the discipline in many parts of the world, it is still 
the CNR that brings together a compact research group specialised in the history and archaeology of the 
Phoenician and Punic world in a single institution. Moscati’s original idea, although the names of the CNR 
Institutes have changed rapidly over time, remains valid and successful, well represented today and projected 
into the future, thanks also to the younger researchers who have joined the research between East and West.

With a view to the international dialogue of which Sabatino Moscati was always a promoter, we asked 
Nicholas C. Vella, a member of the scienti"c committee and a "ne connoisseur of the theoretical debate 
surrounding issues relating to the discipline, to write a free re#ection on the current role of the Review also 
in relation to its past history. 

1  I. Oggiano, Editoriale, in «RStFen» 44, 2016, pp. 9-11.
2  I. Oggiano, Lost in Translation. !e Compromise of Translating non-English Writings, in «RStFen» 49, 2021, pp. 151-152.
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In the new century, the Rivista has had to keep up with advances in publishing and therefore we 
celebrate it with the introduction of open access. !is does not mean that we’re turning our back on the 
printed version, which will continue to be printed thanks to the fruitful cooperation with Quasar Editore. 
We scholars know that nothing can ever compare to the joy of lea"ng through a paper book in a library. But 
the Open Access movement in itself provides elements of fascination equal to those of the printed press: how 
can we not bring to mind a principle such as the democratisation of scienti"c information?

!e adoption of OA is the "rst step in the Open Science mandate, which is now the approach en-
shrined in the major research infrastructures and programmes of Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe. !is 
moment of renewal in publishing policy is also marked by a coincidence. !e year 2022 marks the 20th 
anniversary of the Budapest Open Access Initiative, released on the 14th of February, 2002 (https://www.
budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/read/), a true milestone in the open access movement. 3 !e aim of the 
2022 meeting was to accelerate e*orts to make the products of scienti"c research freely accessible online, 
enshrining the commitment of the signatory institutions to support open access as a fundamental tool for 
the dissemination of knowledge. While publishing research results is for a researcher one of the fundamental 
moments of his or her work as a scholar, a moment in which “he or she fully assumes his or her responsibil-
ities as an archaeologist”,4  the next step is to publish them open access, which must become a true institu-
tional duty for research institutions and academies conducting their research with public funding.

!anks to the introduction of open access, this issue experiments with the possibility of o*ering a 
hybrid contribution such as the one on Levantine amphorae, in which the extensive catalogue is accessible 
online and thus without the limitations that printed paper would have posed. 

Finally, how better to celebrate the "ftieth anniversary than with the publication of a volume full of 
quality contributions ranging from historical to archaeological disciplines, from epigraphy to linguistics and 
from the eastern to the western Mediterranean? In short, the Phoenician Sea still has much to tell and the 
Journal of Phoenician Studies still has much life to live.

3  «Archeologia e Calcolatori», created and edited by Paola Moscati, has pioneered the Open Archive Initiative since 2005. It 
inspired us to embark on the new open access adventure of RStFen. I would like to thank all the colleagues of the Open Data Group 
of the Institute of Cultural Heritage Sciences for their support, especially Alessandra Piergrossi, Salvatore Fiorino and Nicolò Para-
ciani. !anks also to Sara Di Marcello who, as head of CNR edizioni, encouraged and followed this important moment for RStFen.
4  D. Manacorda, Lezioni di archeologia, Roma-Bari 2008, p. 235.



Phoenician studies have had a singular fate. !ey have been approached from mostly sectoral, incomplete, 
and minority points of view. It seems to us that three main sorts of approach can be discerned: from semitis-
tics, with the development of valuable but often circumscribed epigraphic research; from archaeology, in the 
context of excavations that at times exaggerated the Phoenician phase and in any case were mostly limited, 
given the preparation and interest of the archaeologists, to the perspective of monumental description; from 
political and religious history, on decidedly classical bases that, if justi"ed by the prevalence of direct sources, 
have sometimes even gone so far as to ignore direct sources.

No situation is determined, in studies, by pure chance. !erefore, even the one described here has 
its reasons, which, in large part, can be found in the very nature of the sources on Phoenician civilisation 
(understood, let us say straight away, in the broadest sense and therefore including the world of Carthage 
and the colonies in the West). Yes, the documents are numerous: but in repeating the names of the gods 
and those of the dedicators to their fullest extent, they say little about beliefs and rituals, nothing or nothing 
about myths and historical events. Archaeology has large gaps, among which those of Tyre and Carthage can 
be considered emblematic (they seem to be diminishing) and abounds instead in the remains of “minor” arts 
that are not always characterised and characterising, sometimes radiating out of places of origin that are not 
easy to recognise.

Despite all explanations, however, the state of studies remains unsatisfactory and disorganised, with 
incomplete perspectives that overlap in no way at all and above all with inadequate training that perpetuates 
the situation. As an organic discipline, in terms of comprehensive training for those who devote themselves 
to the "eld, it can be said that, for Phoenician studies, they have so far been almost non-existent. Yet, there is 
no doubt that they re#ect a great civilisation, protagonist along with the Greeks of the beginnings of history 
on the Mediterranean shores. Whatever the reasons, the gap between the state of Phoenician studies and that 
of Greek studies is today, in both structure and achievement, striking.

To reduce this gap as far as possible we have recently begun an endeavour in Italy. !is has been done 
in various ways: the beginning of research in particular, not only archaeological, for which we have brought 
together scholars from di*erent backgrounds, in order to prepare for the day when there will be a unitary 
formation; the launch of a series of publications, to provide said research with an outlet and encouragement; 
the establishment of university courses in the major centres concerned (Cagliari, Palermo, Rome), which 
are essential for the training mentioned above. Finally, we have set up a speci"c body, the Study Centre for 
Phoenician and Punic Civilisation of the National Research Council, at the University of Rome.

!e “Rivista di Studi Fenici” that we are presenting today follows this line. For this publication, we 
ask "rst and foremost for the collaboration of our foreign colleagues, which is fundamental given the organic 
perspective that we hold dear and especially necessary in the world of studies that widely radiates in the space 
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between East and West. At the same time, we ask for contributions from Italian scholars who are involved 
in Phoenician studies, so that the variety of interests and backgrounds becomes a fruitful stimulus. It is no 
coincidence that a journal in the sphere of the one we are presenting has not existed up until now: with it, 
therefore, we aim to o*er a common forum to all those interested in these studies, reducing the dispersion 
of writings in the most varied and least typical journals that we have witnessed up until now.

Given what we have said about the research policy from which the “Rivista di Studi Fenici” was born, 
it is evident that it is particularly open to young people, for whom the organic education we are pursuing 
is intended. If our predictions are right, developments in these studies will soon make them better than us, 
who had to begin in almost pioneering conditions. And if such a situation prevails, we will certainly refrain 
from o*ering them (as is customary in similar circumstances) any type of message. In the world of scienti"c 
research, after all, the most e*ective messages are those that are implicit in works and examples: for those 
who are capable of understanding them, there is no need to declare them: for those who are not capable, 
declaring them declaring them is simply a waste of boastful words.

We, however, and we want to rea/rm this, have believed in the validity of the message o*ered to 
us by our own country: that of a scienti"c tradition that is transmitted through freedom, renewed through 
respect, and a/rmed through continuity beyond the individual protagonists. !e dedication that opens this 
presentation is intended to be, in general and for Phoenician studies in particular, an explicit reminder of a 
heritage of doctrine, of example, of remembrance.
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